
Winegrowing Notes
The foothills of the Mayacamas has a band of red volcanic soil that runs through the Cabernet Franc of RSV’s organically 
farmed Vandal Vineyard. This red soil has a cult following among the growers and vintners of the region and is known for 
producing some of the most expressive, well-balanced Cabernet Francs on planet Earth.
The old Franc vines carry small clusters of beautiful grapes that hang on the vine until late in the season to be picked 
at optimal ripeness with lower sugar levels than other Napa “Bordeaux” varieties. Blended with the bright and vibrant 
Merlot from RSV’s organically farmed OSR and Three Amigos Vineyards, the grapes are crushed, destemmed and 
undergo native yeast fermentation. Aged for two years in the RSV caves before bottling, the wine is then allowed to 
rest for two more years before release.

New World precision meets Old World Soul for a “Right Bank” of Napa claret with unparalleled deliciousness, depth 
and complexity. The 2018 vintage of POV makes its presence known in an emphatic way. Summer-fresh tart bing 
cherry, ripe raspberry and blackberry bramble lend a crispness from first sip to last. Secondary notes of rose petal, fresh 
oregano, forest floor and mocha nod to the terroir of the Mayacamas foothills in the northern reaches of Los Carneros, 
rich in red soil and farmed with organic, regenerative practices. The wine is framed in elegant, understated French oak 
with a savory core that will continue to open and evolve as the wine ages. (12/2022)

Tasting Notes
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Los Carneros, Napa Valley

• Organic - CCOF Certified Vineyards

• Three classic Bordeaux varietals:                    
Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon

• From RSV’s Vandal Vineyard

• Cuvée changes every vintage

• 24 months in 30% new French oak barrels 

• Labels feature original photography                   
by Rob Sinskey

• Three photos per vintage - Four of each per case
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If you had told me as a wide-eyed college student in NYC that I would someday run a winery, vineyard and farm 
for almost four decades, I would have said you were nuts. I was restless and I needed to move. I had my sights 
set on becoming a photojournalist, armed with a press pass license to live many lives through my subjects; to 
constantly put myself in challenging situations while shining a light on humanity’s rights and wrongs. I believed 
one image or one photo essay could change the world. I was inspired by the masters - W. Eugene Smith and his 
heartbreaking story on Minimata, an essay that forever changed corporate responsibility and the environment. 
The many war images of Robert Capa that put us on the front lines and changed the way we perceive the human 
cost of conflict. Mary Ellen Mark, with stories of teenage homelessness in the Pacific Northwest that brought 
us into the lives of the forgotten and discarded. Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein (who also happened to 
be my senior thesis advisor) and the indelible dust bowl images that graphically illustrated the cost of ignoring 
nature’s rhythms. Then there were those who celebrated humanity, like the whimsy of Elliot Erwitt, the decisive 
moment of Henri Cartier-Bresson, Smith’s Country Doctor and one of his final images of children walking from 
a dark forest into the light; “The Walk to Paradise Garden.”  These icons approached photography, a craft of 
beauty, with a POV to enlighten; to have an impact and instigate change.
Here we are, at a crossroads with circumstances not too dissimilar to what brought us the dust bowl. Turn on the 
news and hear scientists caution us that if we do nothing to avert a climate crisis, we will have a similar, if not 
worse fate. Governments look for grandiose and expensive solutions while ignoring the little things that can 
make a huge difference. It is under our feet - the soil we trample on, pave over, spray with chemicals, till and farm 
until we extract all nutrients and life so it no longer has a purpose other than being a sterile medium, exhaling 
carbon. The soil is the key to life. It deserves our respect.
It is time to celebrate life in all its forms; to take our farm to the next level. We want to go from telling 
cautionary tales to actively pursuing the solution. RSV has a revitalized point of view. We want to evolve into 
an incubator of progressive ideas to farm better, make better wine and grow better produce by celebrating the 
microbe, the fungi, the farm animals and the rhythms of nature to have a positive impact on the planet; to do our 
part to undo the damage done by past neglect while creating things of beauty and deliciousness. New projects 
are on the horizon that will slowly be revealed over the coming months and years. Programs that we we can 
hopefully watch evolve for the next four decades.

A  NEW POV. . . by Rob Sinskey


